ONS FOR THE BLIND IN SWEDEN. 
Dre Alfons Gottwald. 
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o By Dre Alfons Gottwald Copy | 
™ “ |  Pransiation fron. "Deldrage sun Blindenbildunrswesen", April--Juno, 1954.) 


sweden got its penaton fo the blind om March 23, 1934 when a law concern+ 
“ane this matter was passed unanimously, It was made effective on January 1, ‘ 
q 1986. From this day on each blind person in Sweden will reeeive an annual pene | 
q sion of 800 Kroner. ~ ) 

‘ Te haw token Aho Swedes fourteen years to reach this goal. The history of 
i ; , the developacnt of this law is of great interest to anybody interested in leg¢is- 
® Seton for the blinks Below we are giving the min features cf this development. 
, . Of special importance was the question whether 


a the pension should be based on the “principle of need" or the "principle of equal 
| - compensations" | 

= "the principle of need" takes into consideration the income of the individu- 
: al pensioners The greater the income the smaller the pension, and viea versa. 

; The person who works for remuneration $e (gre receive less than the one who is cone 
: pletely without any income, 

ie tn Sudden gi the stunplone of the "prinaiple of ned" have used the follow 


: a ing practical application: an annual minimum pension is decided upon from which 
i half of the ineome of the pensioner should be deducted, For instances, one sug- 
i : gestion mentions an annual contribution of GOO Kronor.s If the pensioner hinself 
ta has in ineome of, for instances, 800 Kronory he would only receive as pengion 600 
i “Kronor minus 400 Kronor, that is, 200 Kronor. in this wy the pension would have 
the character of a special welfare relief. 


[a In opposition te this, the "principle of equal compensation" FV oonstiered 
as @ “ge nae annen for the loss of sight and the special expenses Fagulting thore- 
i frome Tims the pension cannot be dependent on the income of the pene bet 


| ghould be paid in the same anount to all blind peoples In Sweden the dove lopment 
| started with the "prineiple of need” and ended with the victory of te “principle 


o2— 


still another group wanted the amount of tho pension paid graded according 
‘to the living expenses in the various parts of the country, It was recommended 
that the country should be divided into various regional groaps and that the 
‘eae should be graded according to this divisions 

: 2. History af the Devel In the year 1920, the Minister 
of Culture appointed eight experts on work for the blind to give a report on 


of the Laws 


work for the blind in Sweden and recomendations as to the improvement of the 
gsamée The report of this eomuttee of experts wms riven in 1922 and ws sent 
on to various officials. 


Among the many recomendations of this committee was found one sugeesting 


a division of the country according to living expenses was suggested. The 
amount of the pension should be based on the minimm living standards, with an 
additional one+third of the original minimum amount as established for the poor 


@ government pension for the blind, Tt was based on the “principle of need" and 


with sight, since it was considered that the blind person, beeause of his handi+ 


cap, would necessarily have higher living expenses, 
This camittee Bukoek mot with great resistance among the blind themselves. 
Many new peocummdéations were set forth. The larcer assoolation for the blind 
in Sweden suggested to do away with the “prineiple of need" as well as the region 
| al groupse Lach blind person should receive an annval pension of 800 Kronor with 
the exception of those who already had sufficient private incomes 
| The disagreenent between the party responsible for the expert report and 
the representatives for the large association for the blind brought the work for 
Py pension for the blind in Sweden to a standetill, and nothing more was done for 
 gight yearse It is clear tht this wee too slow for the blind, In the year 
129, more than one thousand blind persons signed a petition to the Parliament 
asking for a pension for the blind, but with no immediate result. Finally the 
governnent asked Dr. Gustaf Ek, Director of the Institute for the Blind in 
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Tombeboda to work out a now report amd suggestions for a new law. Dr. Ek was 
in favor of the “prineipie of noed” and Sweden probably would have had a pene 
gion for the blind on this basis if a change of covernment had not taken place 
dn 1932, The new soolalistic goverment considered the “ortneiple of need™ 
too limited, and recawended thet all blind persons should receive the same 
‘pension, graded only aedording to regional groupss In 1935 the associations 
for the blind were asked whether they wanted a law founded on the sie vin tite of 
| need" and in 1984 they were asked whethor they favored tho "yrinciple of equal 
| compensation” for all, The final result favored the last principle. 

Se Content of the law. The law contains fourteen paragraphs. Paragraph 
“one states that each blind person hae the right to reveive a pension of 500 
Kronor annuallys The introduetion gontatha a definition of blindness. Included 
among the plina is the person who has some little sicht but does not see well 
“enough to get around by himself, The definition does not inelude that kind of 
| néar-el ghtedness thet ie generally defined as “practieally blind.” The defini~ 
“¢lon de far, far more Limited. Only a smil part of those “practically blind" 
would come in under this definition, A person who eamot read at all but is 
able somehow to go around by hingelf is not counted as blind. 


Paragraph two lists the exeeptions to the rule tht 211 blind persons will 
| végeive @ pension, These exceptions fall in eleven groups: (1) only Swedish cite 
{zens my receive the pensions (2) and (3) payment of the pension begins only 
° when the legal requirements as to education have been eomplied with; (4) the pen= 
sion for the blind is not given to porsons who have become blind after their six+ 
tieth birthday. Such persons will be referred to the old age pensions (5) the 
pension will not be paid to the person who refuses trentmont by a physicians or 
" (6) the person whe ims willfully caused his om blindness; or (7) who is not eon 
 *rfbuting to hie om support although he ie perfectly able to; and finally (8) 
the one who is overly addicted to the use of alcohol. 
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‘ ‘The "principle of binpteian tion! is further defined as meaning that persons 
| who are comitted to various institutes are net in need of eomponsation for the 
| lack of sight as compared with the seeing. The law states that the pension 
should not be paid to (9) immtes of prisons or institutes for the oure of al- 
‘ ae holies or (10) inmates of hospitals. or homes for the poor and institutes for 
“pling pyernons with defects other than. blindness, asylums for the insame and for 
° pies, or all other public institutions, The imate of an institute of 
} bhis sort is Teistiaies ne having reeeived. his compensation through his being 
‘supported by the governmmente | 
7 fhe last exception, Nanber (11), is the general rule that no person whe had 
“sufficient ineone is suppesed to receive the pension for the blind. 
‘ Paragraphs three to seven deseribe the proceedure of the distribution of the 
“pension. the application for a pension is sent to the local pension authorities. 
A recomendation fron the local minister and in certain eases a doctor's cortifi-~ 
Fonte is attached. The Loent pension official sends the application on with his 
P fecamendations. to the central pension office where the final decision as to the 
q gustification of the pension is decided upon. 
: Paragraphs eight te fourteen contains various regulations, among which is the 
statement that the blind person eannot mke a legal appoal if the decision by the 
final euthorities has been unfevorabe in his ease, All the expenses accruing from 
| the pension for the blind are carried by the government, including cospulsory 
: treatment by a physicians 
et Criticism o! It is generally considered unfortunate that the 
. anount of pension vest is not graded according to the living expenses in the wari-+ 
ous parts of the ‘countrys Other arrangements have to be made to help out the 
’ “blind person who lives in the more expensive parts of the country, for instance, 
- Steckholins 
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The ‘aout. taper defect of the he ts undoubtedly that the definition of 

3 biinines is entirely too narrows Many persons who to all practical purposes 

» completely blind are not able to noot with the legal requirements as eet 

nh in the Lars 3 

there are also many objections to the rule that the person who becomes 

blind after sixty years of age does not receive @ pensions It has been suggest- 
= that the age limit of sixty years is entirely too low, and that this age 

- Mntt should be raised to sixty-seven yoarss Pinally, the pension of 500 Kronor 

“tas been labelled as +00 Low, and it has been recommended that this amount should 

be raised to 700 Kronor. 
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